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“What is a package tour?”
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“A package tour is a kind of an arranged tour which includes hotel and
transportation reservations. It is very convenient for those foreign tourists
who come to Japan for the first time.”
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Japan 1s a country of islands located in the North Temperate Zone. It consists of four
main islands with more than 7,000 smaller islands, extending about 3,000 kilometers
from north to south. Japan is also a country of volcanoes. There are 111 active
volcanoes and it suffers from frequent earthquakes and volcanic activities. But this
has also given Japan the many places of scenic beauty and hot spring resorts all over
Japan.
Most of Japan enjoys a temperate, oceanic type of climate with four distinct seasons.
The variety of geographical features in Japan and its temperate climate make Japan
a sightseeing destination from all over the world.
It is hoped that many more foreign tourists will come to Japan since Mt. Fuji was
designated as a World Heritage Site in 2013.
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After Commodore Perry came to Japan, Japan opened its door to the world after 220
years of national isolation. And Japan realized the need to establish a modern state
to cope with powerful Western countries. The last shogun Tokugawa Yoshinobu
stepped down in 1867, and Emperor Meiji came to the throne. Thus, the Meiji
Restoration took place in 1868, which included a series of drastic political, economic
and cultural changes. The new government promoted industrialization and
modernization, through abolishing the feudal system and introducing Western
culture and political systems.

The Meiji Restoration also brought about internationalization of Japan and foreign

tourists began to visit Japan.
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There are two types of gardens in Japan. One is a Japanese-style landscape garden
composed of rocks, trees, ponds, and other natural objects. This type of garden is
designed in accordance with the appearance of nature. The other is a dry landscape
garden mainly composed of rocks and sand. The rocks represent mountains or islands,
while the sand represents water. The three most famous landscape gardens are
Kouraku-en in Okayama, Kenroku-en in Kanazawa and Kairaku-en in Mito. One of
the most famous dry landscape gardens is the one at Ryoanji Temple in Kyoto. It is
known as a Zen-style dry landscape garden in Japan. Just 15 rocks are arranged in
three groupings of seven, five, and three, in waves of raked white pebbles.

It 1s hoped that many foreign tourists will visit and appreciate those Japanese

gardens.
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