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No, only one percent of Japanese are Christians. Most of the people conducting Christian-
style weddings are, in fact, not Christians, but they do so just because they are popular
among Japanese couples. Wedding ceremonies have traditionally been conducted according
to Shinto rites, but recently two in three couples have opted for a Christian-style wedding.
This is also because, in general, Japanese are tolerant of religion. They don’ t think it
strange to be involved in several religions at the same time, because they are generally more
interested in rites and practices than doctrine and theology. (96 words)
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(1) kite-flying (2) embassy
(3) first-class car (4) precincts
(5) sitting cross-legged (6) boarding card
(7) folding fan (8) fare adjustment

(9) duty-free shop
(10) rice-straw rope decorated with strips of cut and folded white paper

(11) roller coaster (12) Japanese lantern
(13) brown rice (14) alcove

(15) fermented soybeans
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In 2006, Japan saw a record high number of foreign visitors to Japan, with the number
7,330,000 (a 9% increase over the previous year). On a regional and country basis, Asia
took first place in the ranking of the number of foreigners to Japan, with 5,250,000 people
from Asia. The tourists from Asia accounted for 71.5% of all tourists to Japan. North
America was in the second place with 1,000,000 (13.7%), followed by Europe with 800,000
(10.9%), and Oceania with 230,000 (3.1%). When we look at the annual change, regionally
and on a country-by-country basis, South Korea saw a 21% increase over the previous year
and maintained extremely high growth. The number of travelers who came to Japan from
South Korea was 2,120,000, and South Korea ranked first for the 8th consecutive year.




