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Harmony has traditionally been emphasised by Japanese. They make efforts to build friendly
relationships with others by asking questions about each other to categorise them into different
groups and finding out whether they belong to the same group or not. Then, using that
information, they can build good relationships. Among these “grouping questions”, one that is
popular among Japanese is character analysis through blood types. It is just one of the many
tools used to establish harmonious and friendly relationships. (80 words)
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(1) whaling (2) approach to a shrine [temple]
(3) governor (4) price tag
(5) sumo stable (6) bureaucrat
(7) apprentice (8) cashier
(9) priority seat (10) conductor
(11) soybean paste (12) cotton candy
(13) consumption tax (14) sulfur
(15) shaved ice
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Ohanami is one of the most popular events in Japan. Ohanami means looking at flowers, but
usually hana specifically refers to sakura (cherry blossoms). Cherry blossoms are in full bloom
for a very short time, in March or April, from region to region. During that time, people gather
under a cherry tree with their family, friends and colleagues and enjoy eating, drinking and
talking together while viewing the cherry blossoms. The occasional shower of blossoms seems
to be popular even among tourists from abroad.



