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In the West, St. Valentine’s Day (February 14th) is a day for both men and women to give
presents as a confession or token of love. In Japan, that custom is modified, with women
showing their special feelings to men by giving chocolates. Furthermore, since gift-giving is
an important part of Japanese culture, this custom has been extended in its application, and now
women give giri choko, literally “obligatory chocolate,” to male colleagues, bosses, teachers, and
family members. Giri choko is given simply out of social duty, not real affection. (90 words)
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(1) Imperial Palace (2) avalanche
(3) morning sickness (4) measles
(5) sardine (6) Japan Tourism Agency
(7) ancient Japanese ceremonial dances and music
(8) tug of war (9) Ferris wheel
(10) vaccination (11) soy milk skin
(12) shopping district (13) mileage
(14) compulsory education (15) Ministry of Justice
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Japanese ski resorts are undergoing a significant transformation. Although in the past young
Japanese thronged to the slopes on weekends, in recent years we are seeing an increase in
foreign skiers. In particular, since the 9/11 terrorist attacks in 2001, ski resorts in Japan have
seen a rapid climb in popularity among Australians seeking an alternative to North American ski
locations. They say that the major attraction toward Japan includes it being closer compared to
Europe with little time difference in addition to having outstanding powder snow conditions.



