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There are now 25 World Heritage Sites in Japan. And 20 out of them are
Cultural Heritage Sites and the other 5 are Natural Heritage Sites. Mt. Fuji
was designated as World's Cultural Heritage in 2013.
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(1) Will you name some of the temples and shrines in Kyoto and Nara which are designated as
World Heritage Site?

(2) Will you explain something about Kinkakuji Temple (Horyuji Temple, Nijo—jo Castle and so
on)?

(3) What is the characteristic which is unique to Ryoanji Temple (Saihoji Temple)?


https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%B3%95%E9%9A%86%E5%AF%BA%E5%9C%B0%E5%9F%9F%E3%81%AE%E4%BB%8F%E6%95%99%E5%BB%BA%E9%80%A0%E7%89%A9
https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%8F%A4%E9%83%BD%E4%BA%AC%E9%83%BD%E3%81%AE%E6%96%87%E5%8C%96%E8%B2%A1
https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%8F%A4%E9%83%BD%E5%A5%88%E8%89%AF%E3%81%AE%E6%96%87%E5%8C%96%E8%B2%A1
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Tokyo Sky Tree is the world's tallest broadcasting tower in Tokyo. It opened on
May 22 in 2012. It is 634 meters high. You enjoy the landscape of Tokyo on the
two observation decks at 350 meters and 450 meters. At the foot of the Sky Tree,
there are many stores, restaurants, an aquarium and a planetarium.
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Ginza is a world-famous shopping area (district / street) in Tokyo. You can enjoy
shopping at department stores, world-class boutiques and long-established
stores in Ginza. As there are theaters and over 200 galleries in Ginza you can
also enjoy a wide range of arts.
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Japan is a country of islands located in the North Temperate Zone. It consists
of four main islands with more than 7,000 smaller islands, extending about
3,000 kilometers from north to south. Japan is also a country of volcanoes.
There are 111 active volcanoes and it suffers from frequent earthquakes and
volcanic activities. But this has also given Japan the many places of scenic
beauty and hot spring resorts all over Japan. Most of Japan enjoys a temperate,
oceanic type of climate with four distinct seasons.
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Sukiyaki is a dish of thinly sliced beef, onions, tofu, and shiitake mushrooms
cooked in a pan at the table. Sugar, soy sauce, and sake are added for flavor.
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Hakone is a popular all-year tourist site because of its many hot-spring resorts,
beautiful scenery and comfortable climate. Its easy access from Tokyo, views of
Mt. Fuji, and the plentiful facilities in the district also add to its attraction.
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Nara was an ancient capital of Japan in the 8th century. So, it has many places
of historical interest including Nara Park and Todaiji Temple, in which a large
statue of Buddha is located. The city retains a serene traditional atmosphere.
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There are two types of gardens in Japan. One is a Japanese-style landscape
garden composed of rocks, trees, ponds, and other natural objects. The other is
a dry landscape garden mainly composed of rocks and sand. The rocks represent
mountains or islands, while the sand represents water.
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With a height of 3,776 meters, Mt. Fuji is Japan's highest mountain. Though
classified as an active volcano, Mt. Fuji last erupted about 300 years ago. Its
almost perfect cone shape is world-famous for its beauty and the mountain is a
symbol of Japan.
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Kyoto was an ancient capital of Japan for over 1,000 years. So, there you can
visit some of Japan's most famous historic sites such as Kinkaku Temple and
Kiyomizu Temple. Kinkaku Temple is known in the West as “The Temple of the
Golden Pavilion.” Kiyomizu Temple is built out over a cliff and is famous for its
wide veranda and tall wooden pillars.
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Gion-matsuri, held in honor of Yasaka Shrine, is one of the three great festivals
of Kyoto. Conducted throughout the month of July, it reaches its high point on
the 17th with a parade of floats, some of which carry groups of musicians.
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Todaiji in Nara was built in the middle of the 8th century and is one of the most
famous temples in Japan. It houses Japan's largest statue of Buddha and the
Great Buddha's hall is the world's largest wooden structure.
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